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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area and especially of Waggener High School.  Many of the items came from Al 
Ring’s personal collections but many people have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of Waggener and the students and teachers 
who were there during my time.  Being retired I now have time to do many of the things I have al-
ways wanted, this project is just one of them.  The collection is continuing today, so if you should 
have old or new information on the St. Matthews area from 1950 to 1962 or Waggener High, please 
contact Al Ring. 
 

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section is on the history of Waggener High School.  Several 
alumni have helped by providing information for this section along 
with many articles from The Voice Of St. Matthews. We appreciate 
everyone’s contributions.  Also, much of the information is from 
editions of the Waggener Year books, the Lair. 
 
 
 

HELP NEEDED 
 
If you have additional information, photos, etc. please get them to 
Al Ring so they may be shared with the Alumni of Waggener and 
friends.  Your help is appreciated and needed. 
 
You can contact me (Al Ring) at  —      ringal@comcast.net  
 
  
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                       1960 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. 

January 7, 1960 

January 14, 1960 

 
January 14, 1960 
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January 21, 1960 

 
January 28, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 4, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 4, 1960: 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                       1960 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 11, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, February 11, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

February 25, 1960 

February 25, 1960 

February 11, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 10, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

March 17, 1960 

March 17, 1960 

 

March 17, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 24, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, March 24, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 March 24, 1960 

 
March 31, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, April 7, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

March 31, 1960 

 

 

April 7, 1960 

April 21, 1960 

 

April 7, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

May 5, 1960 

 

April 28, 1960, both 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

May 5, 1960 

 

May 5, 1960 

May 12, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 12, 1960: 

 

See next page 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 12, 1960: 

May 26, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 19, 1960: 



May 26, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

June 19, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

All 
June 2, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

June 9, 1960 
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June 9, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

 
August 18, 1960 

August 18, 1960 

July 7, 1960 
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Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (60): 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School Library, Kristen Heckel: 



 Social Club, Lambda Chi 
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Courtesy of Maren J. Heuser Smith (61): 

Sitting:  Jimmie Parrott, Carol Cook, Rose Baldwin, Mary Joe Hasty 

Sitting chair—Barb Burckle, sitting front—Jimmie Parrott, piano—
Nancy Sparks, Pauletta Perkins, Sharon Clarkson, Bev Eastes, S????? 

McKinstry, Carolyn ???? 
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   

Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://
www.waggenerhighalum.org/—-Left to right, Pam Ferguson, Susie 
Cook Wyatt, Judie Wylie Henderson, Marie VanHoose Sayre, Linda 
Miller Reutlinger, Charlotte McKinstry, Patsy Gay.  
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From Waggener Library: 
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.   
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/— 
 

1960’s Basement Party—Various time periods, mid 50’s into the 60’s 

Karen Wurmser, Judy Johnson (60), JoAnn Wills 
and Linda Harbison (60) 

VanHoose basement maybe in 1958, 1959, 1960, Foeburn Lane, 
Louisville, KY 

Betsey Wade Rosenbaum, Steve Mowry, Sue Evans, Raymey 
Simpson, Carol Ploetner Goodlow, Charles H. brown  1950s 
VanHoose Basement  

Back Row: Perry Chick -
 Gibbs Reese - Pam Fergu-
son Wilson - Tom Camden 
- Steve Mowery - Mike 
Gambill - Jim Fiala - Gor-
don Finley - David B. 
Simpson - Wally Adams - 
Kit Georgehead - Chuck 
Armstrong - Warren E. 
VanHoose - Brad Arter-
burn  
Middle Row: Sandy Riehl 
Talbott Charles H. Brown 
- Carol Ploetner Goodloe - 
Sue Evans - Raymey 
Simpson -  
Front Row: Gayle 
Reichmuth Erxleben - 
Joyce Greene Waddell - 
Linda Miller Dabney - 
Charlotte McKinstry 
Cooke - Betsey Wade - 
Judie Wylie Henderson - 
Peggy Bloom - Marie 
VanHoose Sayre 



Seniors at last! Yes, this is the year we have been waiting for since we first entered Waggener. We, “The Class 
of 1960, have watched Waggener grow and have grown with it. Being the top class since our freshman year, 
we have had no one’s footsteps to guide us and no traditions to follow. We are the ones who have imprinted 
the footsteps and begun the traditions. 
 
By our freshman year, a few clubs had been organized and the various athletic teams were playing in Junior 
varsity competition. This was our first year as the oldest class, and thus the long journey ahead started. 
 
When we returned to Waggener the next fall, we elected class officers for the first time. They were Charles 
Brown, president; Bobby Leason, vice president; Pam Ferguson, secretary; Mary Carol Coons, treasurer; and 
Denny Garber, sergeant-at-arms. This was an important year as the Student Council and the Waggener chapter 
of the Beta Club were organized, the journalism class took over the publication of the CHIT-CHAT, and our 
first annual, THE LAIR, was published. 
 
We started our junior year by electing these competent officers: Perry Wood, president; Steve Graef, vice pres-
ident; Peggy Leahy, secretary; and Kit Georgehead, treasurer. An executive board was elected to represent 
each homeroom. As the year pro-ceeded our class grew closer together and the class spirit which was develop-
ing helped to increase our school spirit. Our main money-raising projects were the sponsoring of sock-hops 
after football and basketball games and a roller skating party. A junior class picnic was held in the spring. 
 
On the athletic field this proved to be a very big year, for it was our first year of varsity competition. The swim 
team brought honors to the school after finishing second in Class A in the State Meet. The football, basketball, 
baseball, track, golf, and tennis teams also did an excellent job of representing the school. During this year G. 
A. A. was organized to promote an athletic program for the girls. 
 
In February, twenty-four juniors were honored by being tapped for the National Honor Society. The Quill & 
Scroll was another honorary organization brought to Wag-gener. Members of our class also participated in the 
State Speech Festival and Youth Speaks. 
 
We were sorry to lose Mr. John B. Lowe, our principal since Waggener’s doors opened. His difficult position 
was ably filled by the former assistant principal, Mr. Earl Duncan. 
 
Not long after we returned to Waggener to begin our long awaited senior year, we received our class rings 
which everyone very proudly displayed. Next we elected of-ficers to lead us in our last year at Waggener. Per-
ry Wood was re-elected president with a unanimous vote and the following were elected to support him: Steve 
Graef, vice president (re-elected); Gayle Reichmuth. secretary; and Bill Moeller, treasurer. 
 
In November, after much work by two separate casts, our senior play, EVERY FAMILY HAS ONE, was pre-
sented. It was a tremendous success and played to a full house both nights. Another skating party was held just 
for the seniors and the senior vaude-ville was our second money-making project. 
 
Several of our class members were privileged to attend the University of Louisville as Carnegie Scholars after 
their junior year. A further scholastic honor claimed by Waggener was the announcement that fourteen of our 
seniors had become National Merit Semifinalists. As the year went on everyone was filling out college appli-
cation blanks and worrying about their college board scores. The general question was, “Have you been ac-
cepted yet?” 
 
No one will ever forget the honors brought to us by our athletes during the senior year. Our football team, only 
in its second year of varsity competition, was the unofficial county champion. The basketball team won the 
Jefferson County Invitational Tournament and was recognized as the county champion. The swim team with a 
7-3 record claimed second place in the State Meet, 88-86, and the track, golf, and tennis teams all did good 
jobs in their respective fields. 
 
As plans are made for the prom and graduation, there is a feeling of great excite-ment among the class mem-
bers. But along with this there Is also a strange feeling of sadness as we realize that the year we have been 
looking forward to for so long has gone by so fast. Just as we, the first graduating class of Waggener, have left 
an impression on the school, it too has left an impression on each one of us to last forever. So as we go our 
separate ways, let us never forget the memories which our years at Waggener High School, the best years of 
our lives, have given us. 
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.    Senior Class History  —  Gayle Reichmuth  



JOHN ABBOTT - First Olympic team member from W.H.S. 
PAM FERGUSON - Gets a pixie haircut 
CHERIE BURNETT - Makes canned laughter for TV 
JIM THOMPSON - President of Harvard 
BOBBIE VINCENT - Model for Pepsodent ads 
NICK LAMKIN - Writes syndicated sports column 
ANN BELL - Overthrows Ann Landers in violent revolution 
PEGGY BLOOM - Makes her home in Greenland 
RODNEY SMITH - Owns a barbershop 
STEVE MOWRY - President of Pepsi-Cola bottling company 
BEVERLY CURRY - Is still going steady with Howie 
TOMMY GRUNWALD - U. S. ambassador to the Soviet Union 
MEL BORLAND - Saves the day in college basketball 
JUDIE DISBOROUGH - Heads research for stilt factory 
RONNIE MONTGOMERY - Drummer in the Tommy Dorsey band 
BETSY DRAUTMAN - Owns a monogrammed Opel 
TED FRITH - Wins the U. S. Open golf tournament 
FREDDY NIEKIRK - Becomes mayor of Somerset 
LINDA MAYER - Gets driving license at the age of 25 
JAN DEE BROIDA - National winner in the Singer Sewing Contest 
RONNIE RAY - Professional card shark 
BILL BLACK - Becomes mild-mannered reporter 
CAROL MILLER and JINNY McMICHAEL - Dual winners of the Indianapolis 500 
BILL MOELLER - Goes bankrupt after huge business failure 
BILL DOLITTLE - Owns controlling share in the American Tobacco Company 
MERRILL LEE SWEET - Plays violin in New York Symphony Orchestra 
JANET WETZEL - Wins figure skating championship in the Olympics 
CHARLIE BROWN - Makes small fortune doing Elvis imitations 
JIMMY WALKER - Runs mile in three minutes 
BRUCE McBRIDE - Owns a cougar farm 
SAM POLLITT - International Indian wrestling champion 
BARBARA CARRICO - Model for “Does she or doesn’t she” ads 
JACK HERMAN - Sampler for I. W. Harper Co. 
KIT GEORGEHEAD - Runs Vic Tanny health studio 
MARY CAROL COONS - Opens school for Southern Belles 
STEVE SCHINDEL - Becomes famous for his Charley Weaver imitations 
GLEN WAGNER - Is movie stand-in for Mickey Rooney 
JOE DIETRICH - Still plays basketball for the Keys 
HARRIET MICOU - Designs swimming pools for the Esther Williams Company 
STEVE CATLETT - Owns false teeth factory 
DAVE MARRET - Raises chickens for fun and profit 
RONNIE HAMMERLE - Edits “Mad” magazine 
CHARLOTTE AULL - First woman to land on the moon 
LINDA SCHAAF - Owns a chewing gum factory 
CHUCK ARMSTRONG - Writes hit song “Marilyn” 
JIM FULLER - Breaks record as he fillibusters a bill for two weeks in Congress 
BRAD ARTERBURN - Safari leader in Africa 
PEGGY CALHOUN - Wins finger snapping marathon 
ROBERT LICH - Professor at Yale 
TODD HOON - Paints his car “Shocking Pink” 
ROCKY SULLIVAN - Wins the Davis cup for U. S. 
BOBBY CLARKE - Mr. Universe of 1965 
PERRY WOOD - Goes to the White House (as window-washer) 
KAREN FIEG - Heiress to the Fig Newton cookie fortune 
TONY MINEA - Owns the 1970 Derby winner 
LYNNE PANKONIN - Sells her car for scrap metal after twentieth wreck 
JIM FELTS - Sells big orange drinks for Nehi Company 
BOBBY SEXTON - Writes autobiography: I WAS A TEENAGE MOLE 
ANN HENDERSON - Artist for Mad magazine 
BRENT ROBBINS - A friendly traffic cop 
PEGGY LEAHY - Famous Olympic swimmer 
PATTY MOORE - Named “Teacher of the Year” in 1972 
AL HARDY - Invents a slideless slide rule 
RAMEY SIMPSON - U. S. ambassador to the Belgian Congo 
LIBBY BLANKENSHIP - Soprano in the Metropolitan Opera 
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.       Prophecy  



MARILYN PORTER - Owns a “way out” Coffee House 
BILLY MAYROSE - Has his own harem 
SOPHIE 1-TARNED - Is named one of the ten best-dressed women in the world 
BERT PENCE - Ls seen wheeling his twins 
DAVE SIMPSON - Is a worldly bachelor 
CAROLYN KINKER - Dyes her hair black 
BILL IRION - Trampoline star of Ringling Bros. Circus 
JEANETTE CA SWELL - Wins Academy Award for best actress of the year 
SUSIE GOLDSMITH - Writes a best selling novel 
BEN CUNDIFF - Shortstop for the Colonel’s 
BARBARA WHITE - Directs smash hit on Broadway 
CHARLIE BALDWIN - Takes Hoffa’s place as head of the Teamsters Union 
ELLIOT NEUBAUER - Changes his name to Elizabeth 
BOBBY LAM - Is a one-man band 
PAM INSKO - Internationally famous fashion designer 
BOB WHITE - Head of the Audubon Bird Watcher’s Society 
ROBERTA BRYSON - President of the Book-of-the-Month Club 
JIMMY CHILES - Becomes a Greenwich Village sophisticate 
ROBERT LING - Wins the Nobel Peace Prize in 1980 
JIM RATLIFF - Owns large chain of pool halls 
SUE EVANS - Sells false eyelashes 
GEORGE RICHARDS - Playboy of five continents 
BOBBY LEASON - Makes money (in his basement) 
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.       Prophecy  
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Courtesy of 1960 Lair.       Lair Advertising 
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Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre.        
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Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre.        
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Courtesy Maggie Huber Westland:       



 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1960 

Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre & Maggie Huber Westland (60):      
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Courtesy Marie VanHoose Sayre & Maggie Huber Westland (60):       
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Courtesy of Richard “Dick” Bedwell: 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/ 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/ 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/ 
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Courtesy of Waggener High School 1960-62’s Alumni—http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/ 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 

NOTE Ben Cundiff (60), also sent this photo: 
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Courtesy Lynne Rae Milroy Wiles (60:  Appears to be a Lair supplement. 
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Courtesy of Marie VanHoose Sayre: 

Christmas 1960 - H. Gibbs Reese, Jr 
'60 - Roberta "Bobbie" Vincent '60 - 
and friend Greg Whitbeck (Detroit, 

Michigan) - “Boyd Hall U of K room 211  Rob-
erta “Bobbie” Vincent (60) 

Houston Gibbs Reese, Jr. and Marie (VanHoose) 
Sayre going to Waggener High School Senior 

Prom, May 1960 

Jeanette Draper 
(Caswell) Nunnelley 
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Courtesy Paul D. Mabry: 

Jane Wollenhaupt, (Evans), (61) 

Cook-out July 1960, Left to Ringt—Jane Wollenhaupt, Paul Mabry, 
Sharon Scholl, Trent Hutcheson, and Marilou Smalley, watch Bryan 

Pfingst cook up trouble. 

Paul D. Mabry, (61) 

Bill Wetherton, (61) 
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Courtesy of George Michael Dew (60)  Class of 1960 College Alumni after Waggener 
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Courtesy of George Michael Dew (60)  Class of 1960 College Alumni after Waggener 
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Courtesy of George Michael Dew (60)  Class of 1960 College Alumni after Waggener 
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Courtesy of George Michael Dew (60)  Class of 1960 College Alumni after Waggener 
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Courtesy of George Michael Dew (60)  Class of 1960 College Alumni after Waggener 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

September 1, 1960 

September 8, 1960 
Next page 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

 

September 8, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 15, 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 15, 1960: 

 September 15, 1960 

 
September 22, 1960 

September 29, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

September 29, 1960 

October 6, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

September 29, 1960 

 

October 13, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

October 20, 1960 October 20, 1960 

 

 

October 20, 1960 

October 20, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

October 27, 1960 

Chit-Chat Staff Chosen 
 

Jane Eklund is the editor-in-chief of the “Chit-Chat,” 
Waggener's newspaper and Alan Zemon and Judith Ann 
Henry are the newspapers managers.  Frank G?????  has 
the position of news editor.  
 

Mrs. Katherine Kirwan, English teacher and “Chit-Chat” 
sponsor appointed the staff for the bi-weekly paper 
from ????????????????????? Associate editors are Marrel-
la Blakeslee, Richard Epstein, Diane Lamar, Bonnie Mey-
er, Pat McGrath, and Bill Bowden, sports editor. 
 

Feature writers are Marian Davis, Barbara Ewing, Larry 
Timberlake, Sidney Wardle, Beth Moeller, Driek 
Besterreurtje, and Carol Vollmar. 
 

News reporters are Bonnie Davis, Sam McDonald, Pat 
Stiles, G   Farrar, Phil Scherer, and Marilyn Powers. 
 

Sports writers are David Bennett, Julia Birch, Gordon 
Finley, David Stutzenberer, Steve Peskoe, and Russell 
Weikel. 
 

Jack Mader and Jane Geiser assist the business managers.  
Martha Kouns and Bev O’Nan handle circulation.  Buddy 
Orr is in charge of photography and Harry Lynn art. 
 

October 27, 1960 
 
 

November 3, 1960 

November 10, 1960 
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Courtesy Your Jefferson County Schools, November 1960: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 November 10, 1960 



November 10, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 

November 17, 1960 



Courtesy of Bruce Douglas (61) & Marie VanHoose Sayre (60):   Senior Play 
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Courtesy of Bruce Douglas (61) & Marie VanHoose Sayre (60):   Senior Play 
 

Courtesy Daniel T. “Danny” Gray, III, (61) 
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Courtesy of Bruce Douglas (61):      Senior Play 
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                  Walker Cunningham                                                                       Larry Timberlake & Mauren Heuser 

                        Dressing Room                                                                                         Walker Cunningham 

Bruce Douglas, Jim Small (sailor suit), & Driek Bestebreurtje                                   ????, Bruce Douglas 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

December 1, 1960 

November 24, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 December 1, 1960 

December 1, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

December 15, 1960 

December 8, 1960 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waggener High School History & Photos:                     1960 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
December 15, 1960 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
December 22, 1960 


